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0ROPANE�3AFETY�

��7HAT�TO�$O�IN�#ASE�OF�%MERGENCY
��(OW�TO�5SE�0ROPANE�3AFELY
��0ROPANE�3CRATCH
AND
3NIFF�4EST
��!PPLIANCE�3AFETY�AND�-AINTENANCE�4IPS
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��� 2%0/24�4(%�,%!+��&ROM�A�NEIGHBOR�S�
HOME�OR�OTHER�NEARBY�BUILDING�AWAY�FROM�
THE�GAS�LEAK��CALL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�RIGHT�
AWAY��)F�YOU�CAN�T�REACH�YOUR�PROPANE�RE

TAILER��CALL�����OR�YOUR�LOCAL�l�RE�DEPARTMENT��

��� $/�./4�2%452.�4/�4(%�"5),$).'
/2�!2%!�UNTIL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER
DETERMINES�THAT�IT�IS�SAFE�TO�DO�SO�

��� '%4�9/52�3934%-�#(%#+%$��"EFORE
YOU�ATTEMPT�TO�USE�ANY�OF�YOUR�PROPANE
APPLIANCES��YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A
QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�MUST�CHECK
YOUR�ENTIRE�SYSTEM�TO�ENSURE�THAT�IT�IS
LEAK
FREE�

)&�9/5�3-%,,�'!3

��� ./�&,!-%3�/2�30!2+3��)MMEDIATELY
PUT�OUT�ALL�SMOKING�MATERIALS�AND�OTHER�OPEN�
m�AMES��$O�NOT�OPERATE�LIGHTS��APPLIANCES��
TELEPHONES��OR�CELL�PHONES��&LAMES�OR
SPARKS�FROM�THESE�SOURCES�CAN�TRIGGER
AN�EXPLOSION�OR�A�l�RE�

��� ,%!6%�4(%�!2%!�)--%$)!4%,9��'ET�
EVERYONE�OUT�OF�THE�BUILDING�OR�AREA�WHERE�
YOU�SUSPECT�GAS�IS�LEAKING�

��� 3(54�/&&�4(%�'!3��4URN�OFF�THE�MAIN�
GAS�SUPPLY�VALVE�ON�YOUR�PROPANE�TANK��
IF�IT�IS�SAFE�TO�DO�SO��4O�CLOSE�THE�VALVE��
TURN�IT�TO�THE�RIGHT��CLOCKWISE	�

2%!$�4()3�&)234
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7(!4�)3�#!2"/.�-/./8)$%��#/	��9OU
CANNOT�TASTE�OR�SMELL�#/��BUT�IT�IS�A�VERY�
DANGEROUS�GAS�PRODUCED�WHEN�ANY�FUEL�BURNS���

#/�#!.�"%�$%!$,9��)N�EXTREME�CASES��HIGH�
LEVELS�OF�OR�EXTENDED�EXPOSURE�TO�#/�CAN�RESULT
IN�BRAIN�DAMAGE�OR�DEATH��

)&�9/5�3530%#4�#/�)3�02%3%.4��
!#4�)--%$)!4%,9�
��� )F�YOU�OR�A�FAMILY�MEMBER�SHOWS�PHYSICAL

SYMPTOMS�OF�#/�POISONING��GET�EVERYONE
OUT�OF�THE�BUILDING�AND�CALL�����OR�YOUR�
LOCAL�l�RE�DEPARTMENT�

��� )F�IT�IS�SAFE�TO�DO�SO��OPEN�WINDOWS�TO�ALLOW�
ENTRY�OF�FRESH�AIR��AND�TURN�OFF�ANY�APPLIANCES�
YOU�SUSPECT�MAY�BE�RELEASING�THE�#/�

��� )F�NO�ONE�HAS�PHYSICAL�SYMPTOMS�OF�#/
POISONING��BUT�YOU�SUSPECT�THAT�#/�IS
PRESENT��CALL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A
QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�CHECK�#/
LEVELS�AND�YOUR�PROPANE�EQUIPMENT�

7(!4�$/%3�02/0!.%�3-%,,�,)+%�

0ROPANE�HAS�A�STRONG��UNPLEASANT�SMELL�
LIKE�ROTTEN�EGGS��A�SKUNK�S�SPRAY��OR�A�DEAD
ANIMAL��0ROPANE�MANUFACTURERS�ADD�THE�SMELL�
DELIBERATELY�TO�HELP�ALERT�CUSTOMERS�TO�PROPANE�
LEAKS��WHICH�CAN�CREATE�A�SAFETY�HAZARD�
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#!2"/.�-/./8)$%�!.$�9/52�3!&%49

4!+%�4(%�3.)&&�4%34
3CRATCH�AND�SNIFF�THE�BLUE�CIRCLE�
4HE�ODOR�IS�SIMILAR�TO�PROPANE�ODOR�
(AVE�EVERYONE�IN�YOUR�FAMILY�TAKE
THE�SNIFF�TEST��!LWAYS�TAKE�ACTION
IF�YOU�SMELL�ANY�KIND�OF�FOUL�ODOR�

3YMPTOMS�OF�#/�POISONING�INCLUDE��

s� (EADACHE�
s� $IZZINESS

s 3HORTNESS�OF�BREATH
s .AUSEA

s� &ATIGUE
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� �

3ECTION��� 0ROPANE�3AFETY�"ASICS
� � -AKE�4IME�FOR�3AFETY�
� � 0ROPANE�&ACTS�
� � )F�9OU�3MELL�'AS� �
� � 2ECOGNIZING�THE�3MELL�OF�0ROPANE
� � #AN�9OU�3MELL�)T�
� � /DOR�&ADE
� � 0ROPANE�'AS�$ETECTORS
� � #ARBON�-ONOXIDE��#/	�AND�9OUR�3AFETY�

3ECTION��� 3YSTEM�3AFETY
� � 2UNNING�/UT�OF�'AS
� � ,IGHTING�0ILOT�,IGHTS
� � !PPLIANCE�-AINTENANCE�
� � !PPLIANCE�#ONNECTORS�
� � )F�9OU�-OVE�OR�'ET�A�.EW�!PPLIANCE
� � 4AMPERING�WITH�!PPLIANCES�OR�0ROPANE�%QUIPMENT�

4!",%�/&�#/.4%.43
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� �

3ECTION��� /THER�)MPORTANT�3AFETY�3ITUATIONS
� � &LAMMABLE�6APOR�)GNITION
� � #LOSING�5P�A�(OUSE
� � 7EATHER
2ELATED�%MERGENCIES
� � 5SING�3PACE�(EATERS�3AFELY�
� � 3MALL
#YLINDER�3AFETY

3ECTION��� 9OUR�0ROPANE�3YSTEM
� � (OW�$OES�0ROPANE�'ET�TO�9OUR�(OUSE�

!PPENDIX� -AINTENANCE�2ECORD
� � 3AFETY�#HECKLIST
� � )MPORTANT�#ONTACTS
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3!&%49
"!3)#3

������ 53%2�4)0�
!FTER�READING�THROUGH�THIS�MANUAL��PLEASE�TAKE�A�FEW
MINUTES�MORE�TO�SHARE�IT�WITH�YOUR�FAMILY��)T�S�IMPORTANT�
THAT�EVERYONE�IN�YOUR�FAMILY�UNDERSTANDS�HOW�TO�USE�
PROPANE�SAFELY�

*

-AKE�4IME�FOR�3AFETY
0ROPANE�&ACTS
)F�9OU�3MELL�'AS� �
2ECOGNIZING�THE�3MELL�OF�0ROPANE
#AN�9OU�3MELL�)T�
/DOR�&ADE
0ROPANE�'AS�$ETECTORS
#ARBON�-ONOXIDE��#/	�AND�9OUR�3AFETY



�

-!+%�4)-%�&/2�3!&%49

0ROPANE�IS�A�SAFE��ECONOMICAL��CLEAN
BURNING��AND�
VERSATILE�FUEL�WHEN�PROPERLY�USED��4HIS�MANUAL�IS
DESIGNED�TO�GIVE�YOU�AND�YOUR�FAMILY�THE�INFORMATION
YOU�NEED�TO�SAFELY�AND�COMFORTABLY�ENJOY�ALL�THE�BENE

l�TS�THAT�PROPANE�CAN�DELIVER� /NLY�YOU�CAN�KEEP�YOUR
FAMILY�SAFE� SO�BE�SURE�THAT�ALL�FAMILY�MEMBERS�REVIEW�
THE�IMPORTANT�SAFETY�INFORMATION�IN�THIS�MANUAL�

2EGARDLESS�OF�THE�TYPE�OF�ENERGY�YOU�USE��SAFETY
IS�EXTREMELY�IMPORTANT��7ITH�PROPANE�AS�WITH�
ELECTRICITY��NATURAL�GAS��FUEL�OIL��GASOLINE��OR�ANY
OTHER�ENERGY�FORM�YOU�NEED�TO�UNDERSTAND
HOW�YOUR�DELIVERY�SYSTEM�AND�APPLIANCES�WORK�
AND�WHAT�TO�DO�IN�CASE�OF�A�LEAK�OR�OTHER�SAFETY

RELATED�EMERGENCY��

02/0!.%�&!#43

0ROPANE��ALSO�CALLED�,0'�LIQUEl�ED�PETROLEUM�
GAS�OR�,0�GAS	�IS�A�WIDELY�USED�FUEL��)T�IS�TRANSPORTED�
AND�STORED�AS�A�LIQUID�UNDER�PRESSURE�AND�IS�USUALLY�
USED�AS�A�GAS��3EVERE�FREEZE�BURN�OR�FROSTBITE�CAN�
RESULT�IF�PROPANE�LIQUID�COMES�IN�CONTACT�WITH�YOUR�
SKIN��4HE�LIQUID�PROPANE�IS�TURNED�INTO�A�GAS�INSIDE
A�TANK�OR�A�CYLINDER��)N�ITS�NATURAL�FORM��PROPANE�IS
COLORLESS�AND�ODORLESS��4O�MAKE�PROPANE�EASIER�TO�
DETECT�IN�THE�EVENT�OF�A�LEAK�OR�SPILL��MANUFACTURERS�
DELIBERATELY�ADD�A�CHEMICAL�COMPOUND�TO�GIVE�IT�A�
DISTINCTIVE�SMELL�

0ROPANE�IS�m�AMMABLE�WHEN�MIXED�WITH�AIR��OXYGEN	�
AND�CAN�BE�IGNITED�BY�MANY�SOURCES��INCLUDING�OPEN�
m�AMES��SMOKING�MATERIALS��ELECTRICAL�SPARKS��AND�
STATIC�ELECTRICITY�

0ROPANE�VAPORS�ARE�HEAVIER�THAN�AIR��&OR�THIS�REASON��
THEY�MAY�ACCUMULATE�IN�LOW
LYING�AREAS�SUCH�AS�
BASEMENTS��CRAWL�SPACES��AND�DITCHES��OR�ALONG�
m�OORS��(OWEVER��AIR�CURRENTS�CAN�SOMETIMES�CARRY
PROPANE�VAPORS�ELSEWHERE�WITHIN�A�BUILDING�

3%#4)/.������02/0!.%�3!&%49�"!3)#3

0,%!3%�2%!$�!.$�&/,,/7�4(%�
3!&%49�25,%3�).�4()3�"2/#(52%��
3(!2%�4()3�).&/2-!4)/.�7)4(�
9/52�&!-),9�4/�(%,0�+%%0�%6%29

/.%�3!&%�!.$�4/�2%$5#%�4(%�2)3+�
/&�3%2)/53�!.$�0/4%.4)!,,9�&!4!,�
).*529��&)2%��/2�%80,/3)/.�
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)&�9/5�3-%,,�'!3

�� ./�&,!-%3�/2�30!2+3��)MMEDIATELY�
PUT�OUT�ALL�SMOKING�MATERIALS�AND�OTHER
OPEN�m�AMES��$O�NOT�OPERATE�LIGHTS�
APPLIANCES��TELEPHONES��OR�CELL�PHONES�
&LAMES�OR�SPARKS�FROM�THESE�SOURCES
CAN�TRIGGER�AN�EXPLOSION�OR�A�l�RE�

�� ,%!6%�4(%�!2%!�)--%$)!4%,9��'ET�
EVERYONE�OUT�OF�THE�BUILDING�OR�AREA�WHERE
YOU�SUSPECT�GAS�IS�LEAKING�

�� 3(54�/&&�4(%�'!3��4URN�OFF�THE�MAIN�GAS�SUPPLY�
VALVE�ON�YOUR�PROPANE�TANK��IF�IT�IS�SAFE�TO�DO�SO��
4O�CLOSE�THE�VALVE��TURN�IT�TO�THE�RIGHT��CLOCKWISE	�

�� 2%0/24�4(%�,%!+��&ROM�A�NEIGHBOR�S�HOME
OR�OTHER�NEARBY�BUILDING�AWAY�FROM�THE�GAS�LEAK�
CALL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�RIGHT�AWAY��)F�YOU�CAN�T�
REACH�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER��CALL�����OR�YOUR�LOCAL
l�RE�DEPARTMENT��

�� $/�./4�2%452.�4/�4(%�"5),$).'�/2�!2%!
UNTIL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�DETERMINES�THAT�IT�IS�
SAFE�TO�DO�SO�

���'%4�9/52�3934%-�#(%#+%$��"EFORE�YOU�
ATTEMPT�TO�USE�ANY�OF�YOUR�PROPANE�APPLIANCES��
YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�
MUST�CHECK�YOUR�ENTIRE�SYSTEM�TO�ENSURE�THAT�IT�
IS�LEAK
FREE�
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2%#/'.):).'�4(%�3-%,,
/&�02/0!.%

0ROPANE�HAS�A�STRONG��UNPLEASANT�SMELL�LIKE�ROTTEN�
EGGS��A�SKUNK�S�SPRAY��OR�A�DEAD�ANIMAL��0ROPANE�
MANUFACTURERS�ADD�THE�SMELL�DELIBERATELY�TO�HELP
ALERT�CUSTOMERS�TO�PROPANE�LEAKS��WHICH�CAN�CREATE
A�SAFETY�HAZARD�

4!+%�4(%�3.)&&�4%34��4EACH�EVERYONE�IN�YOUR
HOME�OR�BUILDING�WHAT�PROPANE�SMELLS�LIKE��5SE�THE�
BLUE�CIRCLE�ON�THE�PAGE�OPPOSITE�OF�THE�INSIDE�FRONT�
COVER��4HE�ODOR�IS�SIMILAR�TO�PROPANE�ODOR��!LWAYS�TAKE�
ACTION�IF�YOU�SMELL�ANY�FOUL�ODOR�

#!.�9/5�3-%,,�)4�

)T�MAY�BE�HARD�FOR�SOME�PEOPLE�TO�SMELL�PROPANE
FOR�THE�FOLLOWING�REASONS�
s� 4HEY�HAVE�A�COLD��ALLERGIES��SINUS�CONGESTION�

OR�ANOTHER�MEDICAL�CONDITION�
s� 4HEIR�SENSE�OF�SMELL�IS�REDUCED�DUE�TO�USE

OF�TOBACCO��ALCOHOL��OR�DRUGS�
s� 4OBACCO�SMOKE��COOKING�ODORS��AND�OTHER�STRONG�

ODORS�CAN�MASK�THE�SMELL�OF�PROPANE�
s� !S�PEOPLE�AGE��THEIR�SENSE�OF�SMELL�CAN�BECOME

LESS�SENSITIVE�
s� )F�THE�SMELL�OF�PROPANE�IS�PRESENT�IN�THE�AIR�OVER�A�

PERIOD�OF�TIME��hODOR�FATIGUEv�CAN�OCCUR��4HE�NOSE
hGETS�TIRED�v�AND�A�PERSON�NO�LONGER�SMELLS�THE
PROPANE�ODOR�

s� 4HE�PROPANE�SMELL�MAY�NOT�BE�STRONG�ENOUGH�TO
WAKE�UP�SOMEONE�WHO�IS�SLEEPING�

s� 4HE�PROPANE�SMELL�MAY�BE�IN�A�LOCATION��BASEMENT�
OR�ATTIC	�WHERE�IT�IS�NOT�DETECTED�BY�PEOPLE�IN�OTHER�
AREAS�OF�THE�BUILDING�

s� !�PHENOMENON�CALLED�hODOR�FADEv�CAN�OCCUR�
AN�UNINTENDED�REDUCTION�IN�THE�CONCENTRATION�OF
THE�ODOR�OF�PROPANE��AS�EXPLAINED�ON�PAGE��	�
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/$/2�&!$%

/$/2�&!$%�!,3/�#!.�$)-).)3(�02/0!.%�3�
3-%,,��/DOR�FADE�IS�AN�UNINTENDED�REDUCTION�IN�THE�
CONCENTRATION�OF�THE�ODOR�OF�PROPANE��MAKING�IT�MORE�
DIFl�CULT�TO�SMELL��!LTHOUGH�RARE��SEVERAL�SITUATIONS�CAN�
CAUSE�ODOR�FADE�
s� !IR��WATER��OR�RUST�IN�A�PROPANE�TANK�OR�CYLINDER�CAN

REDUCE�PROPANE�ODOR�CONCENTRATION��
s� )F�THE�PROPANE�IS�LEAKING�UNDERGROUND��ITS�PASSAGE�

THROUGH�SOIL�MAY�REDUCE�THE�SMELL�OF�PROPANE��
s� 4HE�PROPANE�ODOR�MAY�STICK�TO�THE�INSIDE�SURFACES�

OF�GAS�PIPING�AND�DISTRIBUTION�SYSTEMS�AND�POSSIBLY�
OTHER�MATERIALS��

3INCE�THERE�IS�A�POSSIBILITY�OF�ODOR�FADE�OR
PROBLEMS�WITH�YOUR�SENSE�OF�SMELL��YOU�SHOULD
RESPOND�IMMEDIATELY�TO�EVEN�A�FAINT�ODOR�OF�GAS�

)&�9/5�!2%�#/.#%2.%$�THAT�YOU�OR�OTHERS�IN
YOUR�HOME�MAY�HAVE�DIFl�CULTY�SMELLING�PROPANE��
CONSIDER�BUYING�ONE�OR�MORE�PROPANE�GAS�DETECTORS�

02/0!.%�'!3�$%4%#4/23

#/.3)$%2�).34!,,).'�'!3�$%4%#4/23��
s� 0ROPANE�GAS�DETECTORS�ARE�DESIGNED�TO�SOUND�AN�

ALARM�IF�THEY�SENSE�THE�PRESENCE�OF�PROPANE��4HEIR�
OPERATION�DOES�NOT�DEPEND�ON�THE�CONCENTRATION�OF�
ODORANT�IN�THE�AIR��JUST�THE�PROPANE�CONCENTRATION�AT�
THE�DETECTOR��

s� 7E�RECOMMEND�THAT�YOU�CONSIDER�INSTALLING�ONE
OR�MORE�PROPANE�GAS�DETECTORS��4HIS�IS�IMPORTANT
IF�YOU�OR�OTHERS�IN�YOUR�HOME�HAVE�DIFl�CULTY�SMELLING�
PROPANE��OR�IF�APPLIANCES�ARE�IN�LITTLE
USED�AREAS�IN�
YOUR�HOME�WHERE�THE�SMELL�OF�PROPANE�MIGHT�NOT�BE�
DETECTED��$ETECTORS�CAN�PROVIDE�AN�ADDITIONAL�MEASURE�
OF�SECURITY�

$%4%#4/2�15!,)49�)3�)-0/24!.4��"E�SURE
THE�UNITS�YOU�BUY�ARE�LISTED�BY�5NDERWRITERS�,ABORATORIES�
�5,	��4O�BE�SURE�PROPANE�GAS�DETECTORS�OPERATE�
PROPERLY��INSTALL�AND�MAINTAIN�THEM�AS�THE�MANUFAC

TURER�RECOMMENDS��

42534�9/52�./3%��.EVER�IGNORE�THE�SMELL�OF
PROPANE��EVEN�IF�NO�DETECTOR�IS�SOUNDING�AN�ALARM�TO�
SIGNAL�THE�PRESENCE�OF�PROPANE��(OWEVER��IF�A�DETECTOR�
IS�SOUNDING�AN�ALARM��TREAT�IT�AS�AN�EMERGENCY�AND�ACT�
IMMEDIATELY��EVEN�IF�YOU�DO�NOT�SMELL�THE�PROPANE�

#(%#+�9/52�02/0!.%�3934%-��%VEN�IF�YOU
INSTALL�GAS�DETECTORS��HAVE�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE
TECHNICIAN�INSPECT�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM�AND
PROPANE�APPLIANCES�PERIODICALLY�

911

FD

i

!
911

FD

i ?

x

ABOVE-GROUND TANK

UNDERGROUND TANK

x

UPRIGHT TANKS UPRIGHT TANK VALVE

CLOSE

911

FD

i

!
911

FD

i ?

x

ABOVE-GROUND TANK

UNDERGROUND TANK

x

UPRIGHT TANKS UPRIGHT TANK VALVE

CLOSE



�

#!2"/.�-/./8)$%��#/	�
!.$�9/52�3!&%49

7(!4�)3�#!2"/.�-/./8)$%��#ARBON�MONOXIDE�
�#/	�IS�A�COLORLESS��ODORLESS��TASTELESS��AND�TOXIC�GAS��
3MOKING�A�CIGARETTE��IDLING�A�GASOLINE�ENGINE��AND�
BURNING�FUEL�OIL��WOOD��KEROSENE��NATURAL�GAS��AND�
PROPANE�ALL�PRODUCE�#/��(IGH�LEVELS�OF�#/�CAN�BE�
PRODUCED�WHEN�FUELS�ARE�BURNED�INCOMPLETELY��

7(%2%�$/�()'(�,%6%,3�/&�#/�#/-%�&2/-�
(IGH�LEVELS�OF�#/�CAN�BE�GENERATED�BY�APPLIANCES
THAT�ARE�DEFECTIVE�OR�IMPROPERLY�INSTALLED�OR�MAINTAINED��
#/�CAN�ALSO�ENTER�A�HOME�IF�AN�APPLIANCE�VENTING
SYSTEM�OR�CHIMNEY�BECOMES�BLOCKED��FOR�EXAMPLE�
BY�A�BIRD�S�NEST	�

#/�#!.�"%�$%!$,9��(IGH�LEVELS�OF�#/�CAN�MAKE�
YOU�DIZZY��GIVE�YOU�HEADACHES��OR�CAUSE�FLU
LIKE�
SYMPTOMS��SEE�THE�LIST�BELOW	��)N�EXTREME�CASES��HIGH�
LEVELS�OF�OR�EXTENDED�EXPOSURE�TO�#/�CAN�RESULT�IN�
BRAIN�DAMAGE�OR�DEATH��9OUNG�CHILDREN��THE�ELDERLY��
PEOPLE�WITH�HEART�DISEASE��AND�THOSE�UNDER�THE�INm�U

ENCE�OF�ALCOHOL��DRUGS��OR�MEDICATION�ARE�PARTICULARLY�
SUSCEPTIBLE�TO�#/�POISONING��

#/�$%4%#4/23�#!.�)-02/6%�3!&%49��
#/�DETECTORS�ARE�DESIGNED�TO�SOUND�AN�ALARM
WHEN�THEY�SENSE�EXCESSIVE�LEVELS�OF�#/�IN�THE�AIR��
&OR�AN�EXTRA�MEASURE�OF�SAFETY��WE�RECOMMEND�THAT�
YOU�CONSIDER�INSTALLING�A�#/�DETECTOR�LISTED�BY�5,�
ON�EACH�LEVEL�OF�YOUR�HOME��"E�SURE�TO�FOLLOW�THE�
MANUFACTURER�S�INSTRUCTIONS�REGARDING�INSTALLATION��
LOCATION��AND�MAINTENANCE��

)&�9/5�3530%#4�#/�)3�02%3%.4��
!#4�)--%$)!4%,9��

��� )F�YOU�OR�A�FAMILY�MEMBER�SHOWS
PHYSICAL�SYMPTOMS�OF�#/�POISONING�
GET�EVERYONE�OUT�OF�THE�BUILDING�AND
CALL�����OR�YOUR�LOCAL�l�RE�DEPARTMENT�

��� )F�IT�IS�SAFE�TO�DO�SO��OPEN�WINDOWS
TO�ALLOW�ENTRY�OF�FRESH�AIR��AND�TURN
OFF�ANY�APPLIANCES�YOU�SUSPECT�MAY
BE�RELEASING�THE�#/�

��� )F�NO�ONE�HAS�PHYSICAL�SYMPTOMS�OF�#/�
POISONING��BUT�YOU�SUSPECT�THAT�#/�IS�
PRESENT��CALL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A
QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�CHECK�
#/�LEVELS�AND�YOUR�PROPANE�EQUIPMENT�
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3YMPTOMS�OF�#/�POISONING�INCLUDE��

s� (EADACHE�
s� $IZZINESS
s� &ATIGUE

s 3HORTNESS�OF�BREATH
s .AUSEA

3%#4)/.������02/0!.%�3!&%49�"!3)#3
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4/�(%,0�2%$5#%�4(%�2)3+�/&�#/�0/)3/.).'�
s��(AVE�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�CHECK�YOUR

PROPANE�APPLIANCES�AND�VENTING�SYSTEMS�ANNUALLY�
PREFERABLY�BEFORE�THE�HEATING�SEASON�BEGINS�

s� #ONSIDER�INSTALLING�A�5,
LISTED�#/�DETECTOR�ON�
EVERY�LEVEL�OF�YOUR�HOME�

s� .EVER�USE�A�GAS�OVEN�OR�RANGE
TOP�BURNERS�TO�
PROVIDE�SPACE�HEATING�

s� .EVER�USE�PORTABLE�HEATERS�INDOORS��UNLESS�THEY
ARE�DESIGNED�AND�APPROVED�FOR�INDOOR�USE�

s� .EVER�USE�A�BARBECUE�GRILL��PROPANE�OR�CHARCOAL	�
INDOORS�FOR�COOKING�OR�HEATING�

s� 2EGULARLY�CHECK�YOUR�APPLIANCE�EXHAUST�VENTS
FOR�BLOCKAGE�

3/-%�3)'.3�/&�)-02/0%2�!00,)!.#%�
/0%2!4)/.�4(!4�#!.�'%.%2!4%�()'(�
#/�,%6%,3�
s� 3OOTING��ESPECIALLY�ON�APPLIANCES�AND�VENTS
s� 5NFAMILIAR�OR�BURNING�ODOR
s� )NCREASED�MOISTURE�INSIDE�OF�WINDOWS

�
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3934%-
3!&%49

�� 53%2�4)0�
$O�NOT�TRY�TO�MODIFY�OR�REPAIR�ANY�PART�OF�YOUR�
PROPANE�SYSTEM��$OING�SO�CREATES�THE�RISK�OF�A�GAS
LEAK�THAT�CAN�RESULT�IN�SERIOUS�AND�POTENTIALLY�FATAL
INJURY��l�RE��OR�EXPLOSION�

*

2UNNING�/UT�OF�'AS
,IGHTING�0ILOT�,IGHTS
!PPLIANCE�-AINTENANCE�
!PPLIANCE�#ONNECTORS
)F�9OU�-OVE�OR�'ET�A�.EW�!PPLIANCE
4AMPERING�WITH�!PPLIANCES�OR�0ROPANE�%QUIPMENT�



��

25..).'�/54�/&�'!3

$/.�4�25.�/54�/&�'!3��3%2)/53�3!&%49
(!:!2$3��).#,5$).'�&)2%�/2�%80,/3)/.�
#!.�2%35,4��
s� )F�AN�APPLIANCE�VALVE�OR�A�GAS�LINE�IS�LEFT�OPEN�WHEN�

THE�PROPANE�SUPPLY�RUNS�OUT��A�LEAK�COULD�OCCUR�
WHEN�THE�SYSTEM�IS�RECHARGED�WITH�PROPANE�

s� !IR�AND�MOISTURE�COULD�GET�INTO�AN�EMPTY�OR�
DEPLETED�STORAGE�TANK��WHICH�CAN�CAUSE�RUST
BUILD
UP�INSIDE�THE�TANK��2UST�CAN�DECREASE�THE
CONCENTRATION�OF�THE�ODOR�OF�PROPANE��MAKING�IT�
HARDER�TO�SMELL�

s� )F�YOUR�PROPANE�TANK�RUNS�OUT�OF�GAS��ANY�PILOT
LIGHTS�ON�YOUR�APPLIANCES�WILL�GO�OUT��4HIS�CAN
BE�EXTREMELY�DANGEROUS�IF�NOT�HANDLED�PROPERLY�

s� !�,%!+�#(%#+�)3�2%15)2%$��)N�MANY�STATES�
A�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�
MUST�PERFORM�A�LEAK�CHECK�OF�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM�
BEFORE�TURNING�ON�THE�GAS��

s� 3%4�50�2%'5,!2�$%,)6%29��%STABLISH�A�REGULAR�
DELIVERY�SCHEDULE�WITH�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER��!LSO��
PERIODICALLY�CHECK�THE�FUEL�GAUGE�ON�YOUR�PROPANE�
TANK��)F�THE�FUEL�LEVEL�DROPS�BELOW������CALL�YOUR�
PROPANE�RETAILER�

,)'(4).'�0),/4�,)'(43

)4�)3�342/.',9�2%#/--%.$%$�4(!4�
!�15!,)&)%$�3%26)#%�4%#(.)#)!.�,)'(4
!.9�0),/4�,)'(4�4(!4�(!3�'/.%�/54�

7(!4�)3�!�0),/4�,)'(4� -ANY�PROPANE
APPLIANCES�MAY�HAVE�A�PILOT�LIGHT�A�SMALL��
CONSTANTLY�BURNING�m�AME�INSIDE�THE�APPLIANCE�
�!PPLIANCES�WITHOUT�A�PILOT�LIGHT�OFTEN�HAVE
ELECTRONIC�IGNITION�INSTEAD�	�)F�YOUR�APPLIANCE�
HAS�A�PILOT�LIGHT��IT�IS�AN�IMPORTANT�SAFETY
FEATURE��4HE�PILOT�LIGHT�IGNITES�THE�MAIN
BURNER�WHEN�NEEDED��

7(%.�!�0),/4�,)'(4�'/%3�/54��!�PILOT�LIGHT
THAT�REPEATEDLY�GOES�OUT�OR�IS�VERY�DIFl�CULT�TO
LIGHT�MAY�BE�SIGNALING�THAT�THERE�IS�A�PROBLEM
WITH�THE�APPLIANCE�OR�WITH�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM�
)F�THIS�OCCURS��DO�NOT�TRY�TO�l�X�THE�PROBLEM�YOURSELF��
#ONTACT�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�EVALUATE�THE�
APPLIANCE��!CCIDENTS�AND�SERIOUS�INJURIES�CAN�OCCUR�
WHEN�CUSTOMERS�ATTEMPT�TO�l�X�A�PILOT�LIGHT�PROBLEM
ON�THEIR�OWN�
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��

s� #AREFULLY�FOLLOW�ALL�OF�THE�MANUFACTURER�S�
INSTRUCTIONS�AND�WARNINGS�CONCERNING�
THE�APPLIANCE�

s� )F�THE�APPLIANCE�IS�IN�A�BASEMENT�OR�CLOSED�
ROOM��THOROUGHLY�VENTILATE�THE�AREA�BEFORE
LIGHTING�THE�PILOT�

s� $/�./4�SMOKE�OR�HAVE�ANY�SOURCE�OF�IGNITION�
�SUCH�AS�m�AMES�OR�SPARK
PRODUCING�MATERIALS	
IN�THE�AREA�BEFORE�LIGHTING�THE�PILOT�

s� "E�ESPECIALLY�ALERT�FOR�THE�SMELL�OF�PROPANE��
3NIFF�AT�m�OOR�LEVEL�BEFORE�LIGHTING�A�PILOT��

s� )&�9/5�3-%,,�'!3��$/�./4�,)'(4
4(%�0),/4�,)'(4�

s� $/�./4�ALLOW�ANY�EXTRA�OR�UNNECESSARY
PEOPLE��ESPECIALLY�CHILDREN	�TO�REMAIN�IN�THE�
ROOM�OR�AREA�OF�THE�BUILDING�WHERE�YOU�ARE�
LIGHTING�A�PILOT�

s� $/�./4�TRY�TO�LIGHT�PILOT�LIGHTS�IN�ANY�AREA�
WHERE�OTHER�ODORS�MAY�MAKE�IT�DIFl�CULT�FOR
YOU�TO�DETECT�THE�SMELL�OF�A�PROPANE�LEAK�

s� $/�./4�LIGHT�THE�PILOT�IF�A�MUSTY�OR�DAMP�SMELL�
PERSISTS��4HESE�CONDITIONS�CAN�MASK�THE�SMELL�
OF�PROPANE�

s� $/�./4�APPLY�FORCE�OR�USE�TOOLS�ON�THE�PILOT�
LIGHT�OR�ITS�CONTROL��4HIS�COULD�CAUSE�DAMAGE�
THAT�LEADS�TO�GAS�LEAKAGE��5SE�ONLY�YOUR�HANDS
TO�OPERATE�KNOBS��SWITCHES��OR�BUTTONS��

s� $/�./4�ATTEMPT�TO�LET�AIR�OUT�OF�GAS�LINES
BY�OPENING�A�VALVE�OR�l�TTING�INSIDE�A�BUILDING
OR�ENCLOSED�SPACE��9OU�MAY�RELEASE�GAS�AND�
NOT�BE�ABLE�TO�SMELL�IT�

s� $/�./4�APPLY�OIL�TO�A�STICKY�KNOB�OR�BUTTON
ON�A�GAS�CONTROL�VALVE��/IL�CAN�CAUSE�THE�CON

TROL�VALVE�MECHANISM�TO�STICK�AND�MALFUNCTION�
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)&�9/5�,)'(4�!�0),/4�,)'(4�9/523%,&��9/5�!2%�4!+).'�4(%�2)3+�/&�34!24).'�!
&)2%�/2�!.�%80,/3)/.��-!.9�3%2)/53�).*52)%3�/##52�7(%.�0%/0,%�!44%-04�4/�
,)'(4�0),/4�,)'(43��02/#%%$�7)4(�'2%!4�#!54)/.�!.$�&/,,/7�4(%3%�25,%3�

3%#4)/.������3934%-�3!&%49
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!00,)!.#%�-!).4%.!.#%

s� -!).4%.!.#%�)3�)-0/24!.4��!LL�APPLIANCES
USING�PROPANE�MUST�BE�PROPERLY�MAINTAINED�IN�ORDER
TO�OPERATE�SAFELY��PROPERLY��AND�EFl�CIENTLY�

s� ,%!6%�)4�4/�4(%�%80%243��/NLY�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�HAS�THE�PROPER�TRAINING�TO�INSTALL��
SERVICE��MAINTAIN��AND�REPAIR�YOUR�APPLIANCES��-AKE�
SURE�YOU�HAVE�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�INSTALL�
AND�SERVICE�YOUR�APPLIANCES��

s� !..5!,�).30%#4)/.�)3�)-0/24!.4��#ONTACT
A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�PERFORM�AN�APPLI

ANCE�INSPECTION�

s� "%�352%�9/52�!00,)!.#%3�#!.�h"2%!4(%v�
� 02/0%2,9��2EGULARLY�CHECK�THE�VENTS�OF�YOUR�

APPLIANCES�TO�BE�SURE�THAT�m�UE�GASES�CAN�m�OW
EASILY�TO�THE�OUTDOORS��)NSECTS��BIRDS��AND�SMALL
ANIMALS�SOMETIMES�BUILD�NESTS�IN�VENT�PIPES��
/THER�OBSTRUCTIONS�SUCH�AS�SNOW�OR�ICE�MAY�ALSO
OCCUR��)F�YOU�SEE�EVIDENCE�OF�THIS��CALL�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN��!LSO��CLEAR�THE�AREA�AROUND
YOUR�APPLIANCE�TO�BE�SURE�PLENTY�OF�AIR�CAN�REACH
THE�BURNER�FOR�PROPER�COMBUSTION��

s� .%6%2�STORE�COMBUSTIBLE�MATERIALS�NEAR�APPLIANCES�

s� 7!4#(�&/2�9%,,/7�&,!-%3�/2�3//4�
"5),$
50��7HEN�APPLIANCES�ARE�OPERATING�PROPERLY��
PROPANE�BURNS�WITH�A�BLUE�m�AME��)F�YOU�SEE�YELLOW�
m�AMES��OR�NOTICE�SIGNIl�CANT�AMOUNTS�OF�SOOT�ON�ANY�
EQUIPMENT��THE�GAS�MAY�NOT�BE�BURNING�COMPLETELY��
4HIS�CAN�CREATE�CARBON�MONOXIDE��A�COLORLESS��
ODORLESS��AND�POISONOUS�GAS��#ONTACT�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�IF�ANY�OF�THE�ABOVE�CONDITIONS�OCCUR��
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!00,)!.#%�#/..%#4/23

s� 02/0%2,9�).34!,,�!.$�-!).4!).
#/..%#4/23��4HE�l�NAL�SECTION�OF�THE�SYSTEM
THAT�BRINGS�GAS�TO�YOUR�APPLIANCES�IS�THE�APPLIANCE�
CONNECTOR��SEE�ILLUSTRATION�ON�PAGE���	��)T�IS�
IMPORTANT�THAT�ALL�APPLIANCE�CONNECTORS�ARE�PROPERLY�
INSPECTED��INSTALLED��AND�MAINTAINED�BY�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�

s� (!6%�#/..%#4/23�#(%#+%$�7(%.�-/6).'�
/2�2%0,!#).'�!00,)!.#%3��#ONNECTORS�CAN�
WEAR�OUT�FROM�TOO�MUCH�MOVING��BENDING��OR�CORRO

SION��#ONNECTORS�SHOULD�BE�CHECKED�BY�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�WHENEVER�THE�APPLIANCE�IS
REPLACED�OR�MOVED�FROM�ITS�LOCATION�

s� 53%�/.,9�!002/6%$�!00,)!.#%�
#/..%#4/23��-AKE�SURE�THAT�ALL�CONNECTORS
AND�GAS�PIPING�TUBING�THAT�BRING�PROPANE�TO
YOUR�APPLIANCES�ARE�INSTALLED�BY�A�QUALIl�ED
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�AND�APPROVED�BY�THE
!MERICAN�.ATIONAL�3TANDARDS�)NSTITUTE��!.3)	��� �

s� (!6%�/,$%2�!00,)!.#%�#/..%#4/23
).30%#4%$��/VER�TIME��SOME�TYPES�OF�APPLIANCE
CONNECTORS�CAN�CRACK�OR�BREAK��RESULTING�IN�A�SERIOUS�
GAS�LEAK�AND�THE�POSSIBILITY�OF�l�RE�OR�EXPLOSION��4HE�
#ONSUMER�0RODUCT�3AFETY�#OMMISSION��#03#	�HAS�
WARNED�THAT�CERTAIN�TYPES�OF�OLDER�CONNECTORS�ARE�
EXTREMELY�DANGEROUS��)F�YOU�HAVE�AN�APPLIANCE�THAT�
IS�MORE�THAN����YEARS�OLD��HAVE�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�
TECHNICIAN�INSPECT�THE�CONNECTORS�TO�BE�SURE�THEY�
ARE�SAFE�AND�MEET�CURRENT�SAFETY
CODE�REQUIREMENTS��

s� $/�./4�-/6%�!.�!00,)!.#%�9/523%,&
TO�CHECK�THE�CONNECTOR��THIS�MIGHT�DAMAGE�THE
CONNECTOR�AND�CREATE�A�LEAK�

�

3%#4)/.������3934%-�3!&%49
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)&�9/5�-/6%�/2�'%4�
!�.%7�!00,)!.#%

s 42%!4�#/..%#4/23�7)4(�#!2%��7HEN�AN
APPLIANCE�IS�MOVED��BE�CAREFUL�NOT�TO�DAMAGE
THE�APPLIANCE�CONNECTOR��THE�m�EXIBLE�TUBING�THAT�
BRINGS�GAS�TO�THE�UNIT	��/LDER�CONNECTORS�CAN�CRACK
IF�m�EXED�OR�TWISTED��WHICH�CAN�LEAD�TO�A�GAS�LEAK��

s )3�4(%�!00,)!.#%�$%3)'.%$�4/�53%
02/0!.%��"E�SURE�THAT�ANY�NEW�OR�USED�APPLIANCE�
BEING�INSTALLED�IS�DESIGNED�FOR�USE�WITH�PROPANE��
.ATURAL�GAS�APPLIANCES�3(/5,$�./4 BE�USED
WITH�PROPANE�UNLESS�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�
HAS�MADE�REQUIRED�ADJUSTMENTS�TO�THE�APPLIANCE��

s (!6%�4(%�!00,)!.#%�#(%#+%$�/54�"%&/2%�
9/5�53%�)4��"E�SURE�THAT�THE�APPLIANCE�IS�PROPERLY�
INSTALLED�AND�THAT�ALL�CONTROLS�AND�VALVES�OPERATE�
CORRECTLY��#ONTACT�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN
FOR�ASSISTANCE�

s� #!0�/2�0,5'�5.!44!#(%$�'!3�,).%3��)F�YOU�
MOVE�A�GAS�APPLIANCE�AND�DISCONNECT�IT�FROM�A�GAS�
LINE��BE�SURE�TO�CONTACT�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A�
QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�CLOSE��CAP��OR�PLUG
THE�OPEN�GAS�LINE��!NY�CONNECTORS�OR�GAS�LINE�NOT�
CONNECTED�TO�AN�APPLIANCE�CAN�LEAK�GAS��OR�CAN
BE�DAMAGED�IF�WATER�ACCUMULATES�INSIDE�IT��4HE�
VALVE�ON�ANY�UNATTACHED�GAS�LINE�MUST�BE�CLOSED��
AND�THE�OPEN�END�MUST�BE�SEALED�BY�INSTALLING
A�THREADED�CAP�OR�PLUG��

4!-0%2).'�7)4(�!00,)!.#%3
/2�02/0!.%�%15)0-%.4

s $/�./4�5.$%2�!.9�#)2#5-34!.#%3�TRY�TO�
MODIFY�OR�REPAIR�VALVES��REGULATORS��CONNECTORS��
CONTROLS��OR�OTHER�APPLIANCE�AND�CYLINDER�TANK�PARTS��
$OING�SO�CREATES�THE�RISK�OF�A�GAS�LEAK���

s� #!,,�!.�%80%24��)F�YOU�ARE�UNABLE�TO�OPERATE
ANY�PART�OF�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM��OR�IF�YOU�THINK
AN�APPLIANCE�OR�OTHER�DEVICE�IS�NOT�OPERATING�PROP

ERLY��CALL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�
TECHNICIAN��4HEY�CAN�INSPECT��ADJUST��REPAIR��OR�
REPLACE�ANY�PART�OF�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM��

s� 9/52�02/0!.%�3934%-�)3�$%3)'.%$�&/2�
3!&%49��0ROPANE�CYLINDERS��TANKS��AND�APPLIANCES�
INCORPORATE�SPECIAL�COMPONENTS��SUCH�AS�VALVES��
CONNECTORS��CONTROLS��BURNERS��AND�PILOT�LIGHTS	
TO�KEEP�THEM�SAFE�FOR�USE��$AMAGING�THESE
COMPONENTS�CAN�CAUSE�GAS�LEAKS�
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)-0/24!.4
3!&%49
3)45!4)/.3

� 53%2�4)0�
.EVER�STORE�PROPANE�CYLINDERS�INDOORS�OR�IN�AN�
ENCLOSED�AREA��!NY�GAS�LEAKING�FROM�A�CYLINDER
COULD�BUILD�UP�AND�BE�IGNITED�BY�A�m�AME�OR�SPARK��
CAUSING�AN�EXPLOSION�OR�A�l�RE�

*

&LAMMABLE�6APOR�)GNITION
#LOSING�5P�A�(OUSE
7EATHER
2ELATED�%MERGENCIES
5SING�3PACE�(EATERS�3AFELY
3MALL
#YLINDER�3AFETY



��

&,!--!",%�6!0/2�)'.)4)/.

&,!--!",%�6!0/23�!2%�!�3%2)/53�
3!&%49�(!:!2$��
s� 6APORS�FROM�m�AMMABLE�PRODUCTS�SUCH�AS

GASOLINE��KEROSENE��PAINT�THINNER��AND�SOLVENTS
�CAN�BE�IGNITED�ACCIDENTALLY�BY�THE�PILOT�LIGHT
OF�A�PROPANE�APPLIANCE��

s� &LAMMABLE�VAPORS�ARE�OFTEN�HEAVIER�THAN�AIR�AND�
MAY�TRAVEL�ALONG�THE�GROUND�AND�COLLECT�IN�LOW�OR�
CONl�NED�AREAS��SUCH�AS�A�BASEMENT�OR�PIT	��3OME

TIMES�THE�VAPORS�MAY�FOLLOW�AIR�CURRENTS�IN�THE�BUILD

ING�TO�HIGHER�LEVELS��!NY�SOURCE�OF�IGNITION�IN�THESE�
AREAS��SUCH�AS�A�PILOT�LIGHT��SPARK��HEATER�ELEMENT��OR�
ELECTRIC�MOTOR	�COULD�CAUSE�AN�EXPLOSION�OR�A�l�RE��

4/�(%,0�2%$5#%�4(%�2)3+�/&�&,!--!",%
6!0/2�)'.)4)/.�
s� 3TORE�m�AMMABLE�LIQUIDS�IN�WELL
SEALED�CONTAINERS�

OUTSIDE��
s� $O�NOT�USE�GASOLINE��CLEANING�m�UIDS��OIL
SOAKED

RAGS��OR�OTHER�m�AMMABLE�LIQUIDS�INSIDE�A�BUILDING�
WHERE�PROPANE�APPLIANCES�ARE�LOCATED��

02/0!.%�6!0/23�#!.�"%�$!.'%2/53��
0ROPANE�VAPOR�IS�ALSO�COMBUSTIBLE�AND�CAN�IGNITE
EXPLOSIVELY��+EEP�PROPANE�STORAGE�CONTAINERS�CLOSED��
.EVER�STORE�PROPANE�CYLINDERS�IN�AN�ENCLOSED�AREA�
OR�NEAR�A�HEAT�OR�IGNITION�SOURCE�

#,/3).'�50�!�(/53%�

+%%0�9/52�(/-%�3!&%�7(%.�9/5�2%�!7!9�
)F�YOU�RE�LEAVING�YOUR�HOME�FOR�AN�EXTENDED�PERIOD��
CONSIDER�CLOSING�ALL�PROPANE�SUPPLY�VALVES��4HIS
INCLUDES�THE�MAIN�GAS�SUPPLY�VALVE�ON�THE�PROPANE�
TANK�AS�WELL�AS�GAS�SUPPLY�VALVES�LOCATED�NEAR
INDIVIDUAL�APPLIANCES�

7(%.�9/5�2%452.�TO�YOUR�HOME�AFTER�AN�EXTENDED�
ABSENCE��CONTACT�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�CONDUCT�A�LEAK�CHECK�BEFORE�THE�
PROPANE�IS�TURNED�ON�AND�TO�RE
LIGHT�THE�PILOT�LIGHTS�
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7%!4(%2
2%,!4%$�%-%2'%.#)%3�

02/4%#4�9/52�02/0!.%�3934%-�)&�4(%�
7%!4(%2�452.3�"!$� "EFORE��DURING��OR�AFTER
SEVERE�WEATHER��YOU�MAY�NEED�TO�TAKE�SPECIl�C
ACTION�TO�ENSURE�THE�CONTINUED�SAFE�OPERATION�
OF�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM�

7!4%2�#!.�$!-!'%�9/52�02/0!.%�3934%-�
)F�m�OODING�IS�PREDICTED�FOR�YOUR�AREA��TURN�OFF�THE�GAS�
VALVE�AT�THE�CYLINDER�OR�TANK�"%&/2%�THE�WATER�RISES��
$O�NOT�TURN�THE�GAS�BACK�ON�UNTIL�THE�GAS�SYSTEM�AND�
ALL�APPLIANCES�HAVE�BEEN�CHECKED�BY�A�QUALIl�ED�SER

VICE�TECHNICIAN��!&4%2�!�&,//$��CONTACT�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�CHECK�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM�AND�
APPLIANCES��!�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�WILL�LIKELY�
HAVE�TO�DO�SOME�OR�ALL�OF�THE�FOLLOWING�
s� 2EPLACE�THE�REGULATOR�AND�OR�PRESSURE�RELIEF�VALVES

IF�THERE�ARE�SIGNS�OF�WATER��DIRT��DEBRIS��OR�CORROSION�
s� 2EPLACE�THE�AUTOMATIC�CONTROLS�AND�APPLIANCE

REGULATORS�ON�ANY�GAS�APPLIANCES�THAT�HAVE�BEEN�
UNDER�WATER�

s� )NSPECT�AND��IF�NECESSARY	�REPLACE�MANUAL�SHUT
OFF�
VALVES�IN�GAS�PIPING��AND�PERFORM�TANK�TESTING�OF
THE�SYSTEM�

s� #LEAN�APPLIANCE�MAIN�AND�PILOT�BURNERS�AND�REPLACE�
PILOT�ORIl�CES�

#,%!2�4(%�3./7��9OU�SHOULD�CLEAR�HEAVY�SNOW�AND�
ICE�FROM�REGULATORS��REGULATOR�VENTS��PIPING��TUBING��AND�
VALVES��&AILURE�TO�DO�SO�CAN�CAUSE�DAMAGE�THAT�COULD�
RESULT�IN�A�GAS�LEAK��!PPLIANCE�VENTS��CHIMNEYS��AND�
m�UES�ALSO�MUST�BE�KEPT�CLEAR�OF�SNOW�AND�ICE�SO�APPLI

ANCES�CAN�VENT�PROPERLY��4HIS�IS�ESPECIALLY�CRITICAL�ON�
THE�ROOFS�OF�MOBILE�HOMES��#LEAR�SNOW�CAREFULLY��5SE�
A�BROOM�RATHER�THAN�A�SHOVEL�TO�AVOID�DAMAGING�ANY�
COMPONENTS��!LSO��CLEAR�THE�WALKWAY�AND�TANK�AREA
SO�THAT�PROPANE
COMPANY�PERSONNEL�HAVE�READY
ACCESS�TO�YOUR�TANK�

7(!4�)&�3/-%4().'�$/%3.�4�,//+�2)'(4
!&4%2�!�34/2-��)F�YOUR�TANK�HAS�SHIFTED�POSITION��
GAS�LINES�ARE�BENT��BROKEN��OR�DAMAGED��OR�YOU�SEE�
SOMETHING�ELSE�UNUSUAL�ABOUT�YOUR�SYSTEM�OR�AP

PLIANCE��TURN�OFF�THE�MAIN�GAS�SUPPLY�VALVE�ON�YOUR�
PROPANE�TANK��IF�IT�IS�SAFE�TO�DO�SO��4HEN�CONTACT�YOUR�
PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�
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53).'�30!#%�(%!4%23�3!&%,9�

s� 53%�4(%�2)'(4�+).$�/&�(%!4%2��3OME�PROPANE�
SPACE�HEATERS�ARE�DESIGNED�ONLY�FOR�USE�OUTDOORS��
/THERS�ARE�DESIGNED�ONLY�FOR�USE�INDOORS��#HECK�
YOUR�OWNER�S�MANUAL�OR�CONTACT�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�
TECHNICIAN�TO�BE�SURE�YOU�ARE�USING�THE�RIGHT�KIND
OF�HEATER�

s� $/�./4�53%�!.�/54$//2�(%!4%2�).$//23�
(IGH�LEVELS�OF�#/�CAN�BE�GENERATED�FROM�HEATERS�
THAT�ARE�NOT�DESIGNED�FOR�INDOOR�USE��(IGH�LEVELS�
OF�#/�CAN�MAKE�YOU�DIZZY��GIVE�YOU�HEADACHES��
OR�CAUSE�m�U
LIKE�SYMPTOMS��)N�EXTREME�CASES��EX

TENDED�EXPOSURE�TO�#/�CAN�RESULT�IN�BRAIN�DAMAGE�
OR�DEATH��

s� 2%!$�9/52�30!#%�(%!4%2�-!.5!,��4HE
APPLIANCE�MANUFACTURER�S�MANUAL�THAT�CAME
WITH�YOUR�SPACE�HEATER�TELLS�HOW�TO�SET�UP�AND�
OPERATE�IT�SAFELY��2EAD�THE�ENTIRE�MANUAL�AND
CAREFULLY�FOLLOW�ALL�DIRECTIONS��

3-!,,
#9,).$%2�3!&%49�

9OU�MAY�OCCASIONALLY�USE�SMALL�PROPANE�CYLINDERS
TO�OPERATE�BARBECUE�GRILLS�AND�OTHER�OUTDOOR�
APPLIANCES��)F�SO��BE�SURE�TO�FOLLOW�THESE�BASIC
SAFETY�TIPS�
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)&�9/5�3-%,,�'!3

��� )MMEDIATELY�PUT�OUT�ALL
SMOKING�MATERIALS�AND
OTHER�OPEN�m�AMES�

��� )F�YOU�ARE�ABLE�TO��SAFELY�
TURN�OFF�THE�CYLINDER�VALVE�
4O�CLOSE�THE�VALVE��TURN�IT�
TO�THE�RIGHT��CLOCKWISE	�

��� )MMEDIATELY�LEAVE�THE�AREA�
AND�CALL�����OR�YOUR�LOCAL
l�RE�DEPARTMENT�

���"EFORE�YOU�RESTART�THE
APPLIANCE��HAVE�A�QUALIl�ED�
SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�INSPECT�
YOUR�CYLINDER�AND�APPLIANCE�
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34/2!'%�/&�3-!,,�#9,).$%23
s� .%6%2�STORE�OR�PLACE�A�PROPANE�CYLINDER�INDOORS�

OR�IN�AN�ENCLOSED�AREA�SUCH�AS�A�BASEMENT��GARAGE��
SHED��OR�TENT��

s� .%6%2�STORE�OR�PLACE�A�PROPANE�CYLINDER�IN
AN�AREA�OF�EXCESSIVE�HEAT������DEGREES�OR�HIGHER	
OR�NEAR�A�STOVE��l�REPLACE��OR�OTHER�HEAT�SOURCE��
4HE�HEAT�BUILDS�UP�PRESSURE�INSIDE�THE�CYLINDER��
WHICH�MAY�CAUSE�THE�PRESSURE�RELIEF�VALVE�TO
RELEASE�PROPANE��&LASH�l�RES�OR�EXPLOSIONS
CAN�RESULT�FROM�EXPOSING�CYLINDERS�TO�HEAT�

s� .%6%2�STORE�OR�PLACE�A�SPARE�CYLINDER�UNDER
OR�NEAR�A�BARBECUE�GRILL�

s� $/�./4�SMOKE�OR�HAVE�ANY�IGNITION�SOURCES�SUCH�
AS�m�AMES�OR�SPARK
PRODUCING�ELECTRICAL�TOOLS�IN�THE�
AREA�WHILE�HANDLING�OR�TRANSPORTING�CYLINDERS�

42!.30/24!4)/.�/&�3-!,,�#9,).$%23
s� !,7!93�TRANSPORT�AND�STORE�A�CYLINDER�IN�A�SECURE�

AND�UPRIGHT�POSITION�SO�IT�WILL�NOT�FALL��SHIFT��OR�ROLL�
s� !,7!93�CLOSE�THE�CYLINDER�VALVE�AND��IF�REQUIRED��

SEAL�WITH�A�PLUG��EVEN�IF�THE�CYLINDER�IS�EMPTY��!SK�
YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�IF�A�PLUG�IS�REQUIRED�

s� .%6%2�KEEP�A�l�LLED�CYLINDER�INSIDE�A�HOT�VEHICLE�OR�
TRANSPORT�IT�INSIDE�A�CLOSED�TRUNK�

s� !,7!93�PLACE�THE�CYLINDER�IN�A�WELL
VENTILATED�AREA�
OF�THE�VEHICLE�

s� !,7!93�PROCEED�DIRECTLY�TO�YOUR�DESTINATION�AND�
IMMEDIATELY�REMOVE�THE�CYLINDER�FROM�YOUR�VEHICLE�

s� 4HE�LAW�PLACES�LIMITS�ON�THE�NUMBER�OF�CYLINDERS�AND�
THE�AMOUNT�OF�PROPANE�THAT�CAN�BE�TRANSPORTED�IN�
CLOSED
BODIED�VEHICLES�SUCH�AS�PASSENGER�CARS�AND�
VANS��!SK�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�FOR�MORE�INFORMATION�
ON�STATE�AND�LOCAL�CODES�THAT�APPLY�TO�YOU��
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4!-0%2).'�7)4(�2%0!)2�/&�#9,).$%23
/2�/54$//2�!00,)!.#%3

$/�./4�5.$%2�!.9�#)2#5-34!.#%3�429�
4/�-/$)&9�/2�2%0!)2�6!,6%3��2%'5,!4/23��
/2�/4(%2�#9,).$%2�/2�!00,)!.#%�0!243��
0ROPANE�CYLINDERS�INCORPORATE�SPECIAL�COMPONENTS�
SUCH�AS�VALVES��CONNECTORS��AND�OTHER�PARTS�TO�KEEP�
THEM�SAFE�FOR�USE�WITH�GRILLS�AND�OTHER�PROPANE�APPLI

ANCES��$AMAGE�TO�ANY�COMPONENT�CAN�CAUSE�A�GAS�LEAK�

$/.�4�2)3+�)4��#ALL�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�OR�A�
QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�FOR�ASSISTANCE�

/6%2&),,�02%6%.4)/.�$%6)#%��/0$	

-!+%�352%�9/52�#9,).$%2�)3�%15)00%$�
7)4(�!.�/6%2&),,�02%6%.4)/.�$%6)#%��/0$	�
!N�/0$�IS�A�SAFETY�FEATURE�THAT�HELPS�PREVENT�SMALL�
PROPANE�CYLINDERS�FROM�BEING�OVERl�LLED��!N�OVERl�LLED�
CYLINDER�DOESN�T�HAVE�ENOUGH�SPACE�LEFT�IF�THE�LIQUID�
EXPANDS�WHEN�EXPOSED�TO�WARMER�TEMPERATURES��
4HIS�CAN�CAUSE�AN�INCREASE�IN�CYLINDER�PRESSURE�AND
CREATE�POTENTIALLY�HAZARDOUS�CONDITIONS�
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x
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CLOSE

-OST�CYLINDERS�WITH�/0$S�HAVE�SPECIAL�TRIANGULAR�
HANDWHEELS�WITH�THE�LETTERS�h/0$v�ON�THEM��)N�MANY�
STATES��CYLINDERS�WITHOUT�/0$S�CANNOT�BE�REl�LLED��)F�
YOU�ARE�UNCERTAIN�AS�TO�WHETHER�YOUR�CYLINDER�HAS�AN�
/0$�VALVE�ON�IT��ASK�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER��

/,$�/2�$!-!'%$�#9,).$%23
.%6%2�USE�A�DAMAGED�CYLINDER�OR�A�CYLINDER�THAT
HAS�BEEN�IN�A�l�RE��!LL�CYLINDERS�MUST�BE�INSPECTED
BEFORE�THEY�ARE�REl�LLED��4HE�LAW�REQUIRES�PERIODIC
INSPECTION�OF�CYLINDERS��AND�IT�IS�AGAINST�THE�LAW
TO�REl�LL�OUT
OF
DATE�CYLINDERS��4HE�LAST�INSPECTION
DATE�IS�STAMPED�ON�THE�CYLINDER�

$)30/3!,�/&�#9,).$%23
.%6%2�DISPOSE�OF�YOUR�PROPANE�CYLINDER�BY
THROWING�IT�IN�THE�TRASH��#HECK�TO�SEE�IF�THERE
ARE�MUNICIPAL�PROGRAMS�FOR�COLLECTION�IN�YOUR
AREA��OR�CONTACT�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�FOR�
GUIDANCE�ON�DISPOSAL�OF�THE�CYLINDER��
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"ECOME�FAMILIAR�WITH�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM�SO�YOU�CAN�
TAKE�QUICK�AND�APPROPRIATE�ACTION�IN�CASE�OF�A�LEAK�OR�
OTHER�EMERGENCY�SITUATION�

*

(OW�$OES�0ROPANE�'ET�TO�9OUR�(OUSE�
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(/7�$/%3�02/0!.%
'%4�4/�9/52�(/53%�

)T�IS�IMPORTANT�TO�BECOME�FAMILIAR�WITH�THE�PARTS�OF
YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM�SO�THAT�YOU�CAN�TAKE�QUICK
AND�APPROPRIATE�ACTION�IN�CASE�OF�A�LEAK�OR�OTHER
EMERGENCY��4HE�ILLUSTRATION�AT�LEFT�SHOWS�A�TYPICAL�
HOME�PROPANE�SYSTEM��

0ROPANE�IS�DELIVERED�TO�YOUR�HOME�AS�A�LIQUID�AND�IS�
PUMPED�INTO�A�SPECIALLY�DESIGNED�STORAGE�TANK��!	��
4HE�LIQUID�CHANGES�TO�GAS�BEFORE�IT�LEAVES�THE�TANK��
0ROPANE�TANKS�ARE�TYPICALLY�PAINTED�WHITE�OR�SILVER�TO�
REm�ECT�HEAT�AND�PREVENT�THE�PRESSURE�INSIDE�THE�TANK�
FROM�GETTING�TOO�HIGH�

)F�YOU�HAVE�AN�UNDERGROUND�TANK��ONLY�THE�COVER��"	
WILL�BE�VISIBLE�ABOVE�GROUND��

4HE�COVER�ON�TOP�OF�THE�TANK�PROTECTS�SEVERAL�COMPO

NENTS�FROM�WEATHER�AND�PHYSICAL�DAMAGE��INCLUDING�
s� 4HE�TANK�SHUT
OFF�VALVE��#	��WHICH�YOU�CAN�CLOSE

TO�STOP�THE�m�OW�OF�PROPANE�TO�YOUR�HOME�IN�CASE
OF�A�LEAK�OR�OTHER�EMERGENCY�

s� 4HE�REGULATOR��$	��WHICH�CONTROLS�THE�PRESSURE
OF�THE�PROPANE�GAS�COMING�OUT�OF�THE�TANK�

s� 4HE�SAFETY�RELIEF�VALVE��%	��WHICH�WILL�POP�OPEN
AUTOMATICALLY�IF�THE�PRESSURE�INSIDE�THE�TANK
GETS�TOO�HIGH��4HE�VALVE�WILL�CLOSE�AGAIN�WHEN
THE�PRESSURE�RETURNS�TO�NORMAL��

s� 4HE�TANK�GAUGE��&	��WHICH�SHOWS�THE�PERCENTAGE�
OF�PROPANE�IN�THE�TANK�

0ROPANE�m�OWS�FROM�YOUR�TANK�TO�YOUR�HOME�THROUGH
PIPES��'	��MOST�OF�WHICH�RUN�UNDERGROUND��

9OU�MAY�ALSO�HAVE�A�SECONDARY�PRESSURE�REGULATOR
�(	�ON�AN�OUTSIDE�WALL�OF�YOUR�HOME�TO�FURTHER�ADJUST�
GAS�PRESSURE�

!�SHUT
OFF�VALVE��)	�IN�EACH�PIPE�CAN�BE�CLOSED�TO�STOP�
GAS�m�OW�TO�AN�INDIVIDUAL�APPLIANCE��

!N�APPLIANCE�CONNECTOR��*	�IS�THE�l�NAL�SEGMENT�IN�THE�
GAS�PIPING�SYSTEM��4HIS�SPECIALLY�DESIGNED�m�EXIBLE�
TUBE�TYPICALLY���OR���FEET�LONG�CARRIES�GAS�FROM
A�PIPE�TO�THE�BACK�OF�AN�APPLIANCE��+	�
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02/0!.%�3-%,,� 4EACH�EVERYONE�IN�YOUR�HOME�OR�
BUILDING�WHAT�PROPANE�SMELLS�LIKE��5SE�THE�BLUE�CIRCLE�
ON�THE�PAGE�OPPOSITE�OF�THE�INSIDE�FRONT�COVER��4HE�
ODOR�IS�SIMILAR�TO�PROPANE�ODOR��!LWAYS�TAKE�ACTION�
IF�YOU�SMELL�ANY�KIND�OF�FOUL�ODOR�

%-%2'%.#9�02/#%$52%3��,EARN�WHAT�TO�DO�IN�THE�
EVENT�THAT�YOU�SMELL�GAS��AND�ABOUT�THE�DANGERS�THAT�
CARBON�MONOXIDE�CAN�POSE��2EVIEW�THE�SECTION�AT�THE�
FRONT�OF�THIS�MANUAL�TITLED��h2EAD�4HIS�&IRST�v�

&,!--!",%�-!4%2)!,3� -OVE�ANY�m�AMMABLE
AND�COMBUSTIBLE�MATERIALS��SUCH�AS�PAPER��CLOTHING��
WOOD��GASOLINE��AND�SOLVENTS	�AWAY�FROM�ANY
PROPANE�APPLIANCES�

,%!2.�!"/54�9/52�02/0!.%�3934%-��2EQUEST�
A�VISIT�FROM�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�TO�LEARN�WHAT�S�hUNDER�
THE�DOMEv�ON�THE�TOP�OF�YOUR�PROPANE�TANK��)DENTIFY�THE�
SHUT
OFF�VALVES��REGULATORS��AND�SAFETY�RELIEF�VALVE��AND�
HOW�THEY�OPERATE��

4!,+�7)4(�9/52�#(),$2%.��"E�SURE�THEY
UNDERSTAND�THE�FOLLOWING�IMPORTANT�SAFETY�TIPS�
s� 4AKE�THE�hSCRATCH�AND�SNIFFv�TEST�TO�LEARN�WHAT
� PROPANE�SMELLS�LIKE��

s� )F�YOU�SMELL�GAS��TELL�AN�ADULT�RIGHT�AWAY�AND�THEN
GO�OUTSIDE�

s� $O�NOT�TURN�OR�PLAY�WITH�THE�KNOBS�OR�OTHER�CONTROLS�
ON�A�STOVE��OVEN��WATER�HEATER��OR�OTHER�APPLIANCE�

s� $O�NOT�PLAY�AROUND�OR�CLIMB�ON�A�PROPANE�TANK��GAS�
LINE��APPLIANCE��OR�OTHER�PARTS�OF�THE�PROPANE�SYSTEM�

4().'3�4/�$/�!4�4(%�34!24�
/&�4(%�(%!4).'�3%!3/.�

!..5!,�3!&%49�#(%#+��/NCE�A�YEAR��AT�THE�START
OF�THE�HEATING�SEASON	��ASK�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�TO�DO
A�COMPLETE�SAFETY�CHECK�OF�YOUR�PROPANE�SYSTEM
AND�APPLIANCES��

4().'3�4/�$/�!3�.%%$%$�

-/.)4/2�9/52�&5%,�'!5'%��#HECK�THE�FUEL�GAUGE�
ON�YOUR�PROPANE�TANK�PERIODICALLY��#ONTACT�YOUR�PROPANE�
RETAILER�IF�THE�PROPANE�LEVEL�IS�RUNNING�LOW��LESS�THAN����	��

)F�YOU�DO�RUN�OUT�OF�GAS��CLOSE�THE�SHUT
OFF�VALVE�ON�YOUR�
PROPANE�TANK�
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CLOSE
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2%0/24�$!-!'%��!LERT�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER
TO�ANY�MAJOR�DENTS��RUST��OR�OTHER�DAMAGE�TO�YOUR
PROPANE�TANK��APPLIANCES��AND�OTHER�PARTS�OF�YOUR
PROPANE�SYSTEM�

5.#/..%#4%$�'!3�,).%3��"E�SURE�THAT�ANY�
UNCONNECTED�GAS�LINES�ARE�PLUGGED�OR�CAPPED�
#ONTACT�A�QUALIl�ED�SERVICE�TECHNICIAN�TO�DO�THIS
JOB�SAFELY�

#,/3).'�50�!�(/53%��7HEN�CLOSING�UP�A�
HOUSE�FOR�AN�EXTENDED�ABSENCE��CONSIDER�SHUTTING
OFF�THE�PROPANE�SYSTEM�AT�THE�TANK�AS�WELL�AS�AT�EACH
APPLIANCE��7HEN�YOU�RETURN��ASK�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER
TO�RE
LIGHT�YOUR�PILOT�LIGHTS�AND�RESTORE�GAS�SERVICE�

)#%�!.$�3./7��#AREFULLY�CLEAR�SNOW�AND�ICE
FROM�REGULATORS��REGULATOR�VENTS��PIPING��TUBING�
AND�VALVES��AS�WELL�AS�FROM�YOUR�TANK�AND�THE
AREA�AROUND�IT�

!&4%2�!�34/2-��!FTER�HIGH�WINDS��HEAVY�RAIN��OR
ANY�OTHER�WEATHER�EMERGENCY��CHECK�YOUR�PROPANE�
TANK�AND�SYSTEM��)F�ANYTHING�APPEARS�TO�HAVE�BEEN�
DAMAGED��CONTACT�YOUR�PROPANE�RETAILER�RIGHT�AWAY�
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&OR�MORE�INFORMATION��PLEASE�VISIT�
WWW�USEPROPANE�COM
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